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HIGHLIGHTS 
• IDP number crosses two million mark amid new fighting in Eastern DRC  
• With 12,000 cases cholera progresses with new pockets in Ituri and outbreaks in Equateur 
• Food security actors ring alarm bell as  FAO IPC project faces funding crisis 
• PU-AMI launches project to support access to health care in refugee return zones in Equateur 
 
General Overview 
 
As of 31 March, the number of IDPs in the DRC has crossed the two million mark for the first time since July 2009. Up 
with 241,000 IDPs from 1.77 million IDPs at the end of 2011, the rise in displacement is directly linked to violence and 
attacks perpetrated by armed groups in eastern DRC and -as a collateral effect- to ongoing military operations against 
these armed groups.  Amid rising insecurity and growing needs, the humanitarian community is grappling to provide 
the affected populations with emergency aid and is calling for extra funding.  
 
As of 2 May, 12,291cholera cases with 244 deaths had been recorded by the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
the DRC Ministry of Health. This number represents nearly 57 percent of the 21,692 recorded cases in 2011, 
confirming the disease’s worrisome progression. The humanitarian community is especially concerned about 
developments in Equateur and Province Orientale. In Equateur, 203 new cases were reported last week, raising the 
total caseload to 682 cases with 40 deaths since the beginning of the year. In Province Orientale, new pockets of the 
disease continue to emerge, notably in Ituri, where 212 new cases are reported since 21 April. 
 
In North-Kivu, fighting in the Walikale and Masisi territories between the FARDC and soldiers loyal to renegade 
General Bosco Ntaganda and the FARDC and  Mayi-Mayi Cheka elements have triggered substantial population 
displacements and humanitarian needs. As per the preliminary  findings of a rapid evaluation mission by the NGOs 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and Solidarités International, around 2, 500 IDP families found refuge in the 
spontaneous settlements in Mugunga, of whom almost 500 families have been registered in the organized Mugunga 
III camp. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR) already 2,100 Congolese 
refugees also have crossed the border to Gisenyi in Rwanda. 
 
In Province Orientale, humanitarian actors are deeply concerned with the possible humanitarian consequences of the 
increasing tensions between the FARDC and the armed group Patriotic Resistance Front of Ituri (FRPI) in the south of 
Irumu Territory. While humanitarian operations have been suspended, it is feared that civilian populations will suffer 
human rights abuses and end up caught in between the warring parties in the case of eventual fighting. Also in 
Province Orientale, local health sector sources report that fighting between the FARDC and a local armed group in 
Bafwasende Territory has led to more than 4,500 new IDPs. 
 
In Katanga, civilian populations are faced with an increasing protection and security crisis in the Mitwaba, Manono 
and Malemba Nkulu territories. In Shamwana in Maneno Territory, numerous alleged FARDC human rights abuses 
are reported by local sources including high levels of sexual violence and widespread harassment. Local sources also 
report that the Mayi-Mayi Gédéon armed group continues to recruit children. Humanitarian actors continue aid 
distributions to an estimated 50,000 IDPs in Mitwaba Territory that started last week.  
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
IDP number crosses two million mark amid new fighting in Eastern DRC  
As of 31March, the number of IDPs has crossed the two million mark for the first time since July 2009. South-Kivu has 
recorded the highest increase- 35 percent- from 635,000 to over 856,000 IDPs since January 2012, while another 
70,000 IDPs have fled to the neighbouring Maniema province. In North-Kivu, over 547,000 are displaced, up from 
527,000 IDPs. Population movements in both Kivus are driven by the activities of a variety of armed groups and the 
collateral effects of FARDC operations. In Province Orientale, 466,000 people remain displaced, of whom almost 
350,000 due to attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). New displacements also occurred in Katanga, which 
counts a little over 70,000 IDPs due to armed group activities. Over the past few months, the Rapid Response to 
Movement of Populations (RRMP) programme, an aid mechanism run by OCHA and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) that serves as a first line of response, has multiplied its interventions in the two Kivu provinces. In 
March, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and Solidarités, International under the RRMP banner, distributed aid 
directly or through fairs to some 35,000 displaced and returnee households and host families. In Walikale, some 
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7,500 IDPs benefited from a “cash transfer for food” programme, while in South Kivu, the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) and the Italian foundation, Association of Volunteers and International Service (AVSI), assisted 
some 25,000 IDPs in Bitale and Nyamirera. In addition the World Food Programme (WFP) is distributing high energy 
biscuits to newly displaced households.  
 
Food security actors ring alarm bell as IPC project faces funding crisis 
Food security actors across the DRC are concerned that the Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) project might stop 
in June due to lack of funds. The IPC, which is managed by the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO), provides a vital analysis of the livelihood and food security situation of Congolese households, allowing for 
rapid responses to crises and provides baseline data for medium- and long term planning. The annual IPC running 
costs are estimated at USD 900,000 against the $215million funding for the food security sector requested in the DRC 
Humanitarian Action Plan 2012. Just recently, FAO has been able to develop a project based on the IPC data to re-
launch the local economy of the Kungu Territory in Equateur and as such to contribute to ongoing peace and 
reconciliation efforts in areas haunted by deadly community violence over fishing ponds. The project, which is funded 
by Sweden over three years, targets 5,000 agricultural households and 20 local organizations and should improve the 
livelihoods of 205,000 households. The last 2011 IPC vulnerability analysis estimated that 57% of the Congolese 
population was in a situation of moderate food insecurity. In the Kasaï Oriental, Maniema, and North-Kivu provinces 
alone, more than two million people are in acute food and livelihood crisis.   
 
Humanitarian actors unite to respond to torrential rains in Uvira Territory 
Humanitarian actors are preparing to respond to the most pressing needs caused by torrential rains that hit the town 
of Sange in South-Kivu on14 April. The NGO International Rescue Committee (IRC) plans to assist 1,100 families 
whose homes were destroyed, rehabilitate 20 water distribution points and construct 300 family latrines. Caritas will 
distribute 10 shelter construction kits and 310 non-food items kits. Oxfam will intervene in water chlorination and the 
Italian foundation Association of Volunteers and International Service (AVSI) is helping out 1,000 families with cash 
grants to procure basic necessities and start incoming generation activities. A recent evaluation mission to Sange 
found out that 3,000 houses, eight schools, hectares of farmland and a key road were destroyed by the rains.  
 
PU-AMI launches project to support access to health care in Equateur  
The NGO First Aid-International Medical Aid (PU-AMI) has launched a project to restore access to primary health care 
for 49,802 beneficiaries in Bomongo and Bokonzi Health Zones, respectively in Bomongo and Kungu territories. r. 
Both health zones are priority return areas for Congolese refugees who reside in the Republic of Congo. PMU-AMI 
will provide medical supplies and equipment; rehabilitate or construct five health structures, and support the maternity 
services and the operation block of Bomongo hospital. In the Bokonzi Health Zone, the NGO will provide half-tariff 
consultations and offer free consultations for pregnant women and children 13 years old and younger.  
 
 


